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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Statement of Problem.—^ It is generally known that the pre-school
period in children's lives is a basic, formative one both from the point
of view of themselves and of society. Vvlien a good contractor builds, he
knows that if his structure is to endure the weather and other disinte¬
grating forces of nature and man he must lay a strong foundation. Similar¬
ly v;ith children, the formative pre-school years are the foundation for
effective citizenship, leadership, morality, and health. Directed play is
a positive influence on wholesome childhood development when play areas are
adequately staffed and adequately equipped. At present, too many streets,
busy thoroughfares, and alleys are used as playgrounds where life and whole¬
some development of body and mind are endangered, where vagrancy is incu¬
bated and where a healthy sense of values cannot develop. In many Negro
communities, especially in the South—safe, well directed play opportuni¬
ties for Negro children are negligible or non-existent. The problem in- i
volved in this study, therefore, is to determine the extent and adequacy
of the outdoor play facilities for Negro pre-school children in one
Southern city, Columbus, Georgia.
Purpose of Study.— Specifically, the purpose of this study is to
answer the following questions:
1. What play facilities are currently available to pre-school
Negro children in Columbus, Georgia?




3. VJhat additional facilities are needed or desired by
the group, in the opinion of the playground supervisors?
4. How many pre-school children use the facilities?
5. What is the extent of the adequacy of the existing play
facilities in relation to the interests and needs of pre¬
school children, as formulated by authorities on early
childhood development?
6. Are the playgrounds adequately staffed with trained
supervisors?
Definition of Terms.— As Stuart Chase has said, there is a tyranny
of words, that is, words or terms not fully understood can cause great
misunderstanding and untold trouble. Therefore, in a thesis of this kind,
certain terms, though presumably common, should be examined and carefully
defined. Some key words in this study that should be so defined or ex¬
plained are play, recreation, playground, pre-school, facilities, and
equipment. Let us look into the meaning of these terms in the order that
they are given for the purpose of arriving at a clear basis for effective
t
communication. f
Play.-- To some critics and authorities, play is thought of as an
activity; to some others this word denotes and connotes an interest, a
spirit. Still others think of play as a function. Joseph Lee in defining
play belongs to the first group. He defines play as an "action in ful¬
fillment of a play instinct, an act of growth, to contend or take part in
a game, to put in action or motion."^
Contradicting Lee and belonging to the second group is Gulick.
^Joseph Lee, Play In Education (Hew York, 1942), p. 15.
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He thinks of play as being
More than a name applied to a given list of activities;
it is an attitude which may pervade every activity. The
spirit of play has value as a philosophy of life. It is used
in many different senses, though it is confounded with re¬
creation, and its usefulness is found solely as a means of
relaxation and preparation for future work. In this sense the
problem of play is the problem of a rich and free life; the
problem of recreation is only one of its phases.^
In the minds of both George D. Butler and Austin F. Riggs, play is
more than an activity, more than an attitude. To them the important thing
about play is its purpose or function. Butler in quoting Riggs states;
The function of play is to balance life in relation to work,
to afford a refreshing contrast to responsibility and routine,
to keep alive the spirit of adventure and that sense of proportion
which prevents taking oneself and one’s job too seriously....2
All these concepts of play have merit, of course. However, for the pur¬
poses of this thesis the word play v;ill be used primarily to denote activity
and will follow in general the concept of Lee.
Recreation.— Again in defining recreation, we find considerable
differences of opinions and interpretations. It is variously thought of
as (l) an attitude or spirit, (2) an interest, (3) a refreshment. George
D. Butler states; "Recreation is an attitude or spirit which finds ex¬
pression in varied forms of activity and which brings a way of rich and
joyful living to children, youth and adults. Recreation is the act of
creating anew."^
In reference to recreation. Dr. James S. Plant, a noted psychiatrist.
^Luther Halsey Gulick, A Philosophy of Play (New York, 1935), p. 10.
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states that "recreation is interest in the thing people are doing rather
than the finished product} it is in the doing of the thing rather than
the final result that we have the real elements of recreation...."^
Recreation, as defined by Webster is "refreshment of strength and
spirit after toil or to give fresh life to, diversion, or as the less
serious and more passive types of playful activity."^
In the light of these different interpretations of "recreation," this
study will use the generally accepted meaning of the term as defined in
lYebster's Collegiate Dictionary.
Playground as used in this study is a plot of ground designed,
equipped and administered for play activities. Gulick has defined the
playground as
A device by which a single leader can effectively control
the play of a large number of children. It is an aggregating
plan, an actual experience which has shown that children playing
in large or small groups must have competent persons to lead and
supervise them....'
Pre-school as defined by Gesell and as it will be used in this thesis,
refers to the years of life prior to elementary school attendance. This
term necessarily applies to a period of variable length, although the term
pre-school is usually used to denote the life period of from 2 years to 6
years inclusive.
Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary definitions for "facilities" and
"equipment" have been adopted; The terms equipment and facilities have
^James S. Plant, The Philosophy of Play (New York, 1940), p. 18.
2
YiTebster's Collegiate Dictionary. All dictionary definitions in
this thesis are taken from this dictionary.
3
Luther Halsey Gulick, op. cit., p. 7.
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been used interchanageably to mean: articles which aid in activities;
supplies; apparatus and equipage.
Review of Related Literature.— Although there seems to be no litera¬
ture in the field dealing specifically with the problems covered by this
thesis, the writer found several studies that are indirectly related to
the present study and are important for purpose of perspective, orientation
and general information. These studies are separated for convenience into
two groups: (l) pertinent masters* theses in the Atlanta University Li¬
brary; (2) pertinent authoritative books and bulletins.
Helen Louise Barnett in her study^ of the adequacy of "The Organized
Recreational Program for Negroes in Atlanta, Georgia," obtained her data
by using a specially prepared schedule which was administered to forty
children. Personal interviews were held with clergy and lay leaders;
obseinrations of the program in action were undertaken.
Miss Barnett found that the recreational program was organized because
of the lack of adequate outdoor space. Also, responsibilities of the
existing staff did not permit time for adequate club leadership. Because
of inadequate space, the center was not well attended; and the staff,
equipment and physical plant were limited. Lack of finances seriously
limited the full use of the space available.
p
Robert Washington Gadsden in his study of the "Recreational Facili¬
ties in Seven Selected Cities in Georgia," in which the questionnaire
Helen Louise Barnett, "A Study of the Organized Recreational Program
Sponsored by the Friendship Baptist Church of Atlanta, Georgia." Un¬
published Master’s thesis. Department of Social Work, Atlanta University,
1948.
2
Robert Washington Gadsden, "A Study of the Recreational Facilities
in Seven Selected Cities in Georgia," Unpublished Master’s thesis, De¬
partment of Social Work, Atlanta University, 1947.
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method was used found that (l) information was limited and difficult to
obtain from the cities selected; (2) inadequate outdoor space for
recreational purposes was provided; (3) indoor facilities were sub-standard,
non-existent; (4) equipment was in need of repair and replacement; (5) in
three cities personnel supervisory and administrative was adequate. In
four cities, no Negro workers were employed.
Lya Gertrude Battle in her study^ found that the facilities in Itobile,
Alabama were inadequate; that there was a lack of trained workers, that
there was inadequate space in the building for more adequate recreational
facilities. She obtained her data through the use of examinations, inter¬
views, observations, and interview schedules.
Thelma Agnes Gorham in her study^ found that (l) because of lack of
facilities and equipment the schools and churches of DeKalb County were
handicapped in their recreation program; (2) inadequate swimming facili¬
ties were detrimental to the recreation program. She obtained her data
by the use of a schedule which was filled out by 249 boys and girls. She
also made use of obseinration and interviews.
Vernetta Adlee Madison in her study^ found that recreational
opportunities in Norfolk, Virginia, were limited because (l) Negroes had
a less proportionate place in the professional role of Norfolk; (2) the
1
■^Lya Gertrude Battle, ”A Study of the Recreational Facilities Availa¬
ble in Negro Youth in the City of Mobile, Alabama from 1943 to 1947." Un¬
published Master's thesis. Department of Social Work, Atlanta University,
1948.
2
Thelma Agnes Gorham, "A Study of Recreational Choices in DeKalb
County," Unpublished Master's thesis. Department of Social Work, Atlanta
University, 1940.
Vernetta Adlee Madison, "A Study of Recreational Opportunities for
Negro Children in Norfolk, Virginia." Unpublished Master's thesis.
Department of Social V/ork, Atlanta University, 1947.
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schools and library for Kegroes v/ere far below those for the whites; (s)
joke and comic books led the list of reading material for Negro boys;
love stories were favored among Negro girls; (4) the young people failed
to participate in activities because of a lack of facilities; (s) there
was no adequate space, equipment or leadership, among Negroes; (6) the city
should support, set up and conduct activities and facilities for wholesome
recreation for the Negro youth of Norfolk, Virginia. Her data were obtained
by means of a questionnaire.
The foregoing is a thumbnail sketch of related literature done by
writers of masters' theses at Atlanta University. The following is a brief
discussion of related literature found among books and bulletins:
The National Recreation Association found in its research^ on re¬
creational facilities that the two essentials for a successful playground
are a good leader and adequate facilities. Moreover, this association in¬
sists that a leader can make a playground without equipment many times more
attractive than one having costly equipment and no leader or a poor one.
O
The findings of the American Playground Device Company in its study
of play facilities are that outdoor play facilities if safe, strong and
durable are best for pre-school children; thus good facilities make the
playground a better, safer place for play. The better the facilities the
better the play.
Likewise, the Federal Security Agency—Children’s Bureau^ found that
^The National Recreation Association, Playground and Recreation
Association of America (New York, 1950), p."”!.
2
American Playground Device Company, The American Approved Play¬
ground Equipment Bulletin (Anderson, Indiana, 1950), p. 2.
2
The Federal Security Agency—Children's Bureau, Publication No.
238. (Washington, 1950), p. 3.
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good play facilities encourage the child to play effectively and to
develop mentally, physically and emotionally.
In the report of the research of the Potomac Engineering Corporation^
we find that play facilities are a must and should he designed with ut¬
most consideration for posture, comfort, and for the development of the
child's talents and ability for invention and initiative.
Arnold Gesell finds that because there is an organic continuity
binding the pre-school years with those of infancy, play and play facili¬
ties should be adapted to child growth and development.^
This review of related literature has attempted to give a sampling of
work done in the area of recreational facilities. The findings in this
review may be summarized as indicating the following:
(1) The adequacy of recreational facilities in relation to the re¬
creational needs of Negro children was conspicuously lacking in the cities
studied.
(2) Information showing the present status of facilities is needed as
a means of implementing a definite trend toward developing a more adequate
program of recreation for Negroes.
^Potomac Engineering Corporation, Bulletin No. 264. (Chicago, 1950).
^Arnold Gesell, The First Five Years of Life (New York, 1940), p. 3.
This vievjpoint will be further expanded in Chapter IV.
CHAPTER II
THE SETTING: COLUIvIBUS AS A CO^CIUl'IITY
Location and Population of Columbus
The city of Columbus, bordering Alabama, is located in south-
v.'est Georgia on the Chattahooche River. The incorporated city of
Columbus is approximately 85 square miles, with a population, according
to the census of 1950, of 79,510. At present the size of the Negro
population of this city is not available. But it is to be presumed that
the Negro-white ratio is about the same as it was in 1940. At that time,
slightly over one-third of the population was classified as Negro.^
Industrial and Economic Significance of Columbus
Columbus possesses the world’s largest infantry center. Fort Benning,
which includes Sand Hill area and Harmony Church area. This city is not
only world famous for its infantry school but for tourist attractions,
beautiful and spacious residential sections, municipal stadium and golf
2
course, Muscogee County airport, and numerous mills and factories.
Coliunbus is the center of a rural territorj'- which produces beef and
dairy cattle, hogs, cotton, peanuts, corn, sugar cane, and feed crops.
It is also strategically located for industrial and textile enterprises.
For this reason it is called "The Lowell of the South." Soft coal and
natural gas deposits provide cheap fuel for the operation of the factories
whose products include hosiery, towels, sheeting, tire fabrics, farm
machinery, lumber, furniture, title, packed meats and food products. The
^Department of Commerce. Bureau of The Census. 1950 Census of
Population. September 6, 1950, p. 6.
2
Columbus Chamber of Commerce. Published March, 1950.
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value of the factory exports in 1936 were estimated as over sixty million
dollars.^ These industries afford the population of Columbus ample work
opportunities.
Negroes in Columbus, Georgia, are gainfully employed in professions
and occupations ranging from dentist, graduate nurses, doctors, pharmacist,
lawyers, social workers, realtors, business administration, teachers,
morticians, to factory workers, delivery boys, switchmen, laundry workers,
barbers, maids and cooks.
Race Relations in Colmbus
Another important factor or phase of life in Columbus, Georgia, is
that concerning race relations. In it, race relations follow the general
southern pattern of segregation, discrimination, and racial hostility but
at times this hostility, because of the presence of Fort Benning, becomes
tense and extreme. For example, during the war years, tension was very
high. Soldiers, especially Negro soldiers, either disregarded the set
patterns of "southern behavior," or were ignorant of them. This led to
many instances of violence and brutality on the part of whites.
Still, the war had an advantageous aspect for the Negro in Columbus,
Georgia. The United Service Organizations established centers for the
accommodations of the military force; and after the cessation of hostili¬
ties these buildings were acquired by the city for use as community centers.
A recent survey of the recreational facilities in Columbus, prepared for
the city by C. M. Graves and W. E. Carter, Jr., shows that Negroes have
more indoor space in this city than in any other city in Georgia, with the
Columbus Chamber of Commerce Bulletin, May 23, 1947.
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possible exception of the city of Savannah, Georgia.
The Playground Facilities in Columbus
The third important phase of life in Columbus is the opportunity it
offers for year-round playgrotind activities for pre-school children,
along with provisions for play indoors. There are three centers, namely.
Woodland Park, Booker T. Washington, and Warren Williams. There are also
three pre-school units; namely,Fifth Avenue Elementary, Claflin Elementary,
and Manly Taylor.
This city has a total park and playground area of 208.69 acres. This
figure includes ten white and four Negro playgrounds, and these range in
size from three-tenths of an acre to 5.95 acres. There are six parks
located in the city, five parks for the use of white citizens and one park
for the use of Negro citizens. Most of the parks in the city were at one
time put to purely passive uses, that is, they provided sitting places
rather than play acres. One park, Wildwood Park, however, has facilities
for sports, picnics, and swimming, but its use is restricted to whites.
Negroes of Columbus have two swimming pools, one at the YMCA and the
other at Woodlawn Community Center. Columbus has the usual municipal
stadium and golf course, the former being available to all citizens but
the latter is denied to Negroes.
In providing indoor facilities for recreation, Columbus is among the
leading cities in the state. There are three centers for whites, one of
which is located in the community building in a white housing project, and
two are located in buildings owned by the city. For Negroes, there are
two centers located in the housing projects in the city, and the city-
operated center is the YMCA building. This center for Negroes was made
possible through the donation of the space by the "Y”. The city renovated
12
the basement, and made it into an attractive gathering place for its
colored citizens. These centers comfortably accommodated 8,776 persons
during the past year.
In 1946, the city of Columbus sponsored a survey for the purpose of
determining the efficiency of the existing recreational facilities. It
was discovered that even with the scarcity of adequate recreational space,
the playgrounds had accommodated a total of 18,212 individuals; the parks
had a total attendance of 12,200 persons; school playgrounds, 4,398; and
the centers, 8,776. The majority of these persons were participants rather
than spectators.^
The city of Columbus completed during 1946 a plan for the expansion
of its recreational facilities and improvements, based on a survey made
by C, M. Graves and W. E. Carter, Jr.; and in the near future additional
facilities will be provided for Negroes.
With the new developments in industry as set forth in this chapter
and with the concomitant increase in population, the problem of securing
adequate, wholesome recreation and facilities for development grows more
critical. Thus, the crowded living conditions and the pressure of work
combine to augment the desire to relieve or reduce the tension created by
them. This reduction of tension, or the release of energy, may be directed
into the finest channels of constructive living or it may be turned into
the most damaging behaviors. "It is a matter of the direction in which
2
the energy flov;s on being released...."
with Betty Gooden, Supervisor, Recreation Department
(Columbus, Georgia), March, 1950.
^Roy E. Dickerson, Understanding Myself (New York, 1942), p. 98.
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It ?s hoped that the findings of this study will contribute towards
sound planning for the recreational needs of its citizens on the part of
the city of Colijmbus.
CHAPTER III
SURVEY OF EXISTING PLAY FACILITIES AND THEIR USE
”If you -want to know what a child is, study his play; if you want to
affect what he shall be, direct the form of play....”^
This chapter is concerned primarily with the number and types of pre¬
sent facilities at the three play areas for Negro pre-school children in
Columbus, Georgia, together with the use of these facilities in regard to:
(a) the nvimber of children using the facilities; (b) the extent to which
the present facilities are being used.
Procedure.— The data for this study were obtained by use of (l) a
specially prepared play preference observation schedule which was filled
in by playground leaders;^ (2) questionnaires, which were filled out by the
•Z
pre-school kindergarten instructors and seven playground supervisors;
(3) interviews which were held with the personnel of the Recreation Depart¬
ment of Columbus, Georgia; (4) observations which were made of the pre¬
school group and playground activities by the writer; (5) conferences,
which were held with the three Principals of the Elementary schools:
namely. Fifth Avenue, Claflin, and Manly Taylor by the writer; (6)
observations which were made of the program in action by the writer.
Listed below are the types of available facilities found at the six
areas studied. However, the tables given in this chapter concern only
^Joseph Lee, Play in Education, p. 21.
2
Copy attached as Appendix A.
3
Copy attached as Appendix B.
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those three play centers provided specifically for Negro pre-school chil¬
dren in Columbus, Georgia. The play centers are open the year round—in¬
cluding summer. The play facilities at Fifth Avenue Elementary School,
Claflin Elementary School, and the Manly Taylor Elementary School are not
available during the summer months when these data were collected and they
are therefore not included in the table.
Findings.— Information on the available play equipment was secured
through the play preference observation schedule form as filled in by
the play supervisors at the various centers. A copy of this form is in¬
cluded as appendix A. Listed below are the play equipment now available
at each of the three centers.^I.At the Booker T. Washington Center
1 volley ball
2 sets of blocks
2 jumping ropes
2 climbing structures







1 set of blocks
1 rope
1 climbing structure












It is to be regretted that not all the facilities at the various
play areas can be tabulated because, through a misunderstanding, the super¬
visors answering the questionnaire which was sent to them listed only the
ten most frequently used facilities.
TABLE 1




































Slides 670 4 335 3 60 335 3 50
Swings 723 8 419 2 58 304 4 42
Seuad Boxes 778 2 419 2 54 369 1 46
Dodge Balls 390 6 131 6 34 259 7 66
See-Saws 443 5 171 4 39 272 6 61
Volley Balls 318 8 119 7 37 199 8 63
Blocks 939 1 582 1 62 366 2 38
Jumping Rope 373 7 88 9 24 286 5 76
Climbing
Structure 180 10 106 8 59 74 10 41
Softball 302 9 169 6 53 143 9 47
Total 6,216 — 2,629 47 49 2,586 — 61
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Table 1 shows the number and per cent of boys and girls using the ten
most popular facilities on the play preference observation schedule at the
Booker T. Washington Center.
According to the results of the observation schedule of the Booker T.
Washington Center, the four most frequently used items of equipment are,
respectively, blocks, sand boxes, swings and slides. Boys and girls use
the facilities with almost equal frequency. Especially is this true with
the slides, which are used equally by boys and girls. But among the boys,
the swings, blocks, climbing structures, softball and sandboxes are more
popular than among the girls who, according to the percentages, seem to
prefer dodge ball, see-saws, volley ball, and jumping ropes. The table
also shows that Booker T. Vi'ashington Center has a high population of
participants and that undoubtedly the facilities are hard-pressed.
Table 2, page 18, shows the number and per cent of boys and girls
using the ten most popular facilities on the play preference observation
schedule at the Yfarren Williams Play Center.
The four top play preferences of children at the \Yoodland community
center, as revealed in Table 3, page 19 are slides, swings, sand boxes and
blocks, with blocks being the most popular of the four, lie find 54 per
cent of the boys using the slides and 46 per cent of girls, a difference
of only 8 per cent. In Table 1, we found an equal percentage of boys and
girls; in Table 2, we discovered that the slides were dominated by the
girls—68 per cent girls, and 42 per cent boys, a difference of 26 per cent.
In Table 3, 52 per cent of the girls use the swings to 48 per cent of
the boys. In Table 1, a greater percentage of boys used the swings—the
difference is 16 per cent. In Table 2, a greater percentage of girls used
the swings; here the difference between the sexes is ten per cent. In the
TABLE 2





































Slides 690 1 289 2 42 401 1 58
Swings 642 4 245 4 45 297 3 55
Sand Boxes 670 3 266 3 47 304 2 53
Dodge Balls 39 5 5 136 6 34 259 5 66
See-Saws 307 8 144 7 47 163 7 53
Volley Balls 310 7 136 6 44 174 8 56
Blocks 620 2 329 1 63 291 4 47
Jumping Rope 391 6 141 8 36 250 6 64
Climbing
Structures 210 9 138 5 65 72 10 35
Softball 200 10 120 9 60 80 9 40
Total 4,235 — 1,944 51 45 2,291 — 55
00
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Slides B15 2 286 1 54 235 2 46
Swings 420 4 200 4 48 220 4 52
Sand Boxes 544 1 208 8 67 286 3 43
Dodge Balls 250 8 119 7 47 131 7 53
See-Saws 270 6 120 6 44 150 5 66
Tolley Balls 265 7 129 5 49 186 6 61
Blocks 505 3 208 3 41 297 1 59
Jvoaping Rope 205 9 100 8 49 105 10 51
Climbing
Structures 375 5 247 2 66 128 8 34
Softball 200 10 90 9 45 110 9 55
Total 3,549 1,701 48 47 1,748 — 53
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three tables, the greatest per cent difference occurs in Table 2. Table
3 shows that 57 per cent of the boys use the sandboxes over against 43
per cent of the girls; the difference between the sexes is 14 per cent.
In Table 1, more boys use the sandboxes than girls; the difference is 8
per cent; and in Table 2, more girls use the sandboxes than the boys; the
difference is 6 per cent. Among the three tables, the greatest difference
appears in Table 2.
In Table 2, as well as in Tables 1 and 2, the girls use the see-saws
and volley ball courts more than the boys. The average difference for
the three tables is 19 per cent. In Table 3, we have ”girl dominance"
in block activity while in Tables 1 and 2, boys dominate in the use of
blocks. Table 3 shows that 18 per cent more girls play with blocks than
boys. While on the other hand. Tables 1 and 2 show that the boys have a
lead of 15 per cent.
Table 2, as well as Tables 1 and 2,shows that the girls dominate in
jumping rope.
In Table 3, more boys use the climbing structure than the girls; this
"boy dominance" is also revealed in Tables 1 and 2. The average percent¬
age is 27 per cent. At softball there is a greater proportion in Tables
1 and 2, but there is a greater proportion in Table 3.
The average percentage of. the boys over the girls in the three tables
is three per cent.
Table 4, page 21,.shows the total number and percentage of girls and
boys using the ten most popular facilities on the play preference ob¬
servation schedule at all three centers; Booker T. Washington, Warren
TABLE 4





































Slides 1,875 2 904 2 48 971 1 52
Swings 1,685 4 864 4 52 821 4 48
Sand Boxes 1,792 3 893 3 50 899 3 50
Dodge Ball^ 1,035 5 386 7 37 649 5 63
See-Saws 1,020 6 435 6 44 585 7 56
Volley Ball 893 8 384 8 44 509 8 56
Blocks 2,063 1 1,119 1 54 944 2 46
Jumping Rope 969 7 329 10 34 640 6 66
Climbing
Structures 765 9 491 5 64 274 10 36
Softball 702 10 369 9 53 333 9 47
Total 12,799 — 6,174 55 48 6,625 52
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Yifilliains and Yfoodland Center.^
In this suimnary table, we find that the girls dominate in five play
activities, while the boys dominate in four play activities. The boys and
the girls are tied in the use of the sand boxes. More girls than boys
use the slides, dodge ball, see-saws, volley ball and jumping rope. The
boys, however, use the swings, blocks and climbing structures more than
the girls. Table 4 also makes vivid the fact that the three play centers
are heavily populated with play participants and that both the equipment
and the supervisors are kept extremely busy.
These three centers are open the year round, and this table shows the
use of facilities during the 1950 stmimer session. The other three play
areas, as it has already pointed out, are available to children only during
regular school term.
CHAPTER IV
THE BASES FOR ETALUATION OF EXISTING FACILITIES
In the previous chapter, the results of the -writer's survey of play
facilities for pre-school children in Columbus, Georgia -were given. But
before a judgment can be made with respect to the extent of the adequacy
of these facilities, some bases or criteria for evaluation of them must
be set up. In short, the question to be answered in this chapter isj Tiihen
may play facilities be considered adequate? This chapter will attempt an
answer to this question by treating -bwo important bases for evaluation:
Namely, (l) the sequence of development of children's motor abilities and
the consequent readiness for play equipment and (2) the recommendations of
certain authoritative sources as to the kinds of play facilities suitable
for pre-school children, recommendations which are based on knowledge of
r
child development.
The motor development of a child is not only interesting, it is
important--especially for a study of this kind. Therefore, let us look
briefly into some of the phenomena connected with motor development in a
normal child. Arnold Gesell, in Carmichael's Manual of Child Psychology,
states:
As a background to sequences of early behavior and growth,
several principles of development take place in the first five
years of life. These stages are seen in four major fields of
functional organization: (l) Motor behavior, (2) Adapati-Te be¬
havior, (3) Language behavior and (4) Personal-social behavior.^
Arnold Gesell, "The Ontogenesis of Infant Behavior," Leonard
Carmichael (ed). Manual of Child Psychology (New York, 1946), pp. 298-99.
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(1) Motor characteristics include postural reactions, prehension
locomotion, general bodily coordination, and specific motor skills.
(2) Adaptive behavior is a convenient category for those varied ad¬
justments—perceptual, orientational, manual, and verbal, which reflect
the child’s capacity to initiate new experiences and to profit by past
experience. This adaptivity includes alertness, intelligence, and various
forms of constructiveness and exploitation.
(3) Language embraces all behavior which has to do with soliloquy,
dramatic expression, communication and comprehension.
(4) Personal-social behavior embraces the child's personal reactions
to other persons and to the impacts of culture; his adjustments to domestic
life, to property, to social groups, and to community conventions.
These four major fields of behavior are seen by Gesell as comprising
most of the visible patterns of child behavior. They do not, of course,
fall neatly into separate compartments. The child always reacts as an
integer. The motor field of development presents the most evident and
t
extrinsic continuity between the pre-natal and post-natal periods. In
brief terms, the trends of behavior development from 40 weeks to 5 years
in the average child are as follows;
In the fourth quarter (40-52 weeks) the child extends command to his
legs and feet to his forefinger and thumb. He pokes and plucks. He
stands upright.
In the second year he walks and runs, articulates words and phrases, 1
acquires bowel and bladder control, attains a rudimentary sense of
personal identity and of personal possession.
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In the third year, he speaks in sentences, using words as tools of '
thought. He shows a positive propensity to understand his environment
and to comply with cultural demands. He is no longer a "mere" infant.
In the fourth year he asks innumerable questions, perceives analogies,
displays an active tendency to conceptualize and to generalize. He is
nearly self-dependent in routines of home life.
At five he is well matured in motor control. He hops and skips. He
talks without infantile articulation. He can narrate a long tale. He
prefers associative play, he feels socialized pride in clothes and
accomplishment. He is a self-assured, conforming citizen in his small
world.
As is well known, play can be educational. As such, it may help
develop a child even as the child develops in his capacity to play. Speak¬
ing to this point Millichamp and Fletcher state:
Throughout the routine periods of each pre-school unit the
child is being directed in the formation of habits of personal
care designed to provide full satisfaction for bodily needs or
a manner agreeable to society, with the further objective that
he learns to accept and enjoy routine performance.1
Indeed, it is during the pre-school period that the child begins his
life in society, and it is through play that he has a good opportunity to
learn to give and take in social living. Until recently such development
was left to chance; for the child's play had been considered a childish
activity without educational value, an activity to be indulged in until
the child is ready for more serious pursuits. In the following statement,
Millichamp and Fletcher again clearly point out the importance of play with
Frazier L. Millichamp and Allyn S. Fletcher, Nursery Education Theory
and Practice (New York, 1936), p. 7.
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respect to its positive educational benefits;
The fundamental iijiportance of play in the individual life has
become a recognized fact and the need for guiding the child in his
play, as in all other learning situations, is now stressed. In
this respect the nursery school develops what the average home
can never hope to attain.^
Play, therefore, is more 'than a name applied to a given list of acti~
vities; it is a process, a means of developing personality and skills.
Truly, "the sp’irit of play," as Gulick states, "has value as a philosophy
of life."^ But for-play to be educationally beneficial to the pre-school
child, it should be skillfully directed.
Ruth Updegraff states;
One of the main objectives in the pre-school group is to promote
motor skill development. In doing this, materials and activities
are provided to encourage the exercise of a variety of muscular
coordination....3
It is important to watch a little child with his first play things.
He tries out this one and that, shaking one, banging another, squeezing
another, often testing and chewing those that seem to lend themselves to
such a means of investigation. All the while he is completely interested
and absorbed. Sometimes adults are disturbed because a one year old child
turns his attention first to one play thing and then to another, fearing
4"he will never learn to concentrate."
No need for woriry. Such a pattern of play activity is natural for a
Frazier L. Millichamp and Allyn S. Fletcher, Nursery Education
Theory and Practice, p. 9.
2
Luther Halsey Gulick, op. cit., p. 22.
^Ruth Updegraff, Practice in Pre-school Education (New York, 1938),
p. 81.
4
Grace Langdon, "Toys Must Be Fun," Journal of Home Economics, No. 1,
XXXV, January, 1947, p. 79.
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child of this age. As a child grows and develops his interests change
and his play choices and activities reflect this change. At the-same time
he is growing in ability to imitate what goes on around him so that all
sorts of housekeeping play materials are preferred by him.
At the age of five and six the play that at first was solitary comes
to be more and more social, first, with play near other children, then with
one or two, then with more in the group. And it becomes more organized,
too. ’’With play, skills are developed, ideas blossom forth, new under¬
standings unfold.”^
And so toys and playthings aid in the development of motor skills and
become very important—they become things to satisfy the urge to use
developing powers; things through which a child can try out his unfolding
ideas and through which he can come to new understandings—things which
bring joy and happiness into all of his living....^
In the light of this statement and others from authentic research, we
may obtain a partial basis for judging the adequacy of facilities for pre¬
school children. The questions may simply be asked: Do the play facilities
of a given center cater to and safely take the child through his natural
sequence of growth and development of motor skills?
With these kinds of considerations in mind authorities on the pre-school
child recommend certain kinds of play materials as suited to the successive
phases of development.
In order to develop a list of adequate play facilities for the pre-
1
Grace Langdon, op. oit.| p. 632.
2 / V
Grace Langdon, Developing the Child (New York, 1947), p. 41.
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school groups, the writer has referred to these specific sources or
authorities^ on play facilities*
1. Frances L. Ilg and Arnold Gesell. Infant and Child In the Culture
of Today. Harper Bros. (New York, 1943J.
2. The National Recreation Association. Playground and Recreation
of America. (New York, 1950).
3. The Federal Security Agency Children's Bureau Publication.
No. 238. (Washington, D. C.).
4. The Playground^Magazine. Vol. 23, (March, 1930).
5. The American Approved Playground Equipment. Bulletin, American
Playground Device Company, (Anderson, Indiana).
6. Ruth Updegraff. Practice in Pre-school Education. McGraw Hill
Book Company, Ind., (New York, 1938).
7. Potomac Engineering Corporation. Bulletin No. 264. (Chicago,
Illinois).




Blocks, large, hollow, small, multi¬
shaped, building
Chair swings





















Unfortunately, the recommended number of children for each item of
equipment is not cited.
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Five Year Olds













Horizontal bars, peg boards,
play plank














The foregoing discussion has
Easel, double board style
Metal sand box












Work table and tools
Packing boxes
stressed the equipment side of adequate
play facilities. But the felicitfous use of this equipment is also im¬
portant and some criteria and recommendations may be made with respect to
8in adequate recreation program.
According to the criteria and recommendations for recreation programs
set forth by the National Recreation Association, the program should
(1) Afford activities well distributed throughout the entire year.
(2) Serve all age groups.
(3) Provide a reasonable balance between the outdoor and indoor
activities.
(4) Provide equal opportunities for both sexes.
(5) Provide for varying levels of skill and ability.
(6) Have a definite relationship to the school program of teaching
leisure time skills and of developing recreation interests.
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(?) Definitely encourage pre-school groups to carry on their own
activities.
(8) Afford opportunities for cooperative activity as well as
competition.
(9) Give participants a share in the planning and conduct of
activities.
(10) Be sensitive to the changing interests and needs of the people
as evidenced by program changes from year to year.
(11) Have access to approximately one acre of playground space for
each 500 youth.
In this chapter some bases for the evaluation of play facilities have
been set forth. The child and his development are at the center of this
evaluation. Therefore, such apparatus as is safe, comfortable, fun-giving,
attractive and geared in size and difficulty to the needs, interests, and
skill of the child at each successive phase of development should, in
general, be installed or purchased for the adequately equipped playground.
The lists of apparatus given on the previous pages are recommended as
suggestions for the average playground. In many oases, the equipment sug¬
gested is not intended to serve primarily the special requirements of a
particular school's physical program, although to a considerable extent it
will meet these needs in addition to providing play facilities for the
playground. It is recognized, therefore, that it will often be necessary
to adapt the amount and type of facilities to meet local conditions and
special needs. Perhaps the best rule to follow in selecting play equipment
is, "Always select the best, most durable and standard facilities for
better play,"^ and those which are suitable to the developmental level of
the child.
1
National Recreation Association, Playground and Recreation Association
of America (New York, 1949), p. 4.
CHAPTER V
EVALUATION OF EXISTING PLAY FACILITIES
In this chapter an attempt to evaluate the existing play facilities
for the pre-school Negro child in Coliimbus, Georgia will be made.
Evaluation necessitates criteria. To this end, the writer will make use
of the two following standards in evaluating each of the three play
centers; (l) The opinions of the playground supervisors as to the
adequacy of present equipment as obtained by questionnaire/ (2) The list
of play equipment recommended by authorities in the field presented in
the previous chapter.
Tables 5, 6 and 7 sxmmarize the results of the questionnaire sent to
the supervisors’ and reveal the types, conditions, and number of play
equipment at the three centers vuider study. Table 5, page 32 covers the
equipment, present number at each center, total number of play equipment,
additional number needed, total nvimber needed, and rating of condition.
Table 6, page 34 covers the supeinrisors ’ reports as to use and adequacy
of present playground facilities of the three play centers. Table 7,
page 35 covers the training of supervisors’ at the three centers.
Reading from Table 5, Warren Vifilliams Play Center has 13 types of
play equipment and a total of 17 pieces of this equipment at present.
Woodland Play Center has twelve different types of play equipment and a
This questionnaire is included as Appendix 3.
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TABLE 5
EVALUATIONS OF THE PUY EQUIPMENT BY PLAY CENTER SUPERVISORS
4 .
Present No. Additional No. Rating of Condition
Needed
Typei of Equipment War. Wood- Booker Tot. No. War. Vood- Booker Tot. No. (far. Tfood- looker
Wms. land T. of Play li^s. land T. Needed Ws. land T.
Wash. Equip- Wash. fash.
ment
1. Slides 1 1 1 3 3 3 2 8 2 4 1
2. Sandboxes 1 0 1 2 2 2 1 5 4 - 2
3. Tfading Pool 1 0 1 2 - 1 m 1 2 - -
4. Swings 4 6 6 16 1 1 6 8 2 3 2
5. See-Sscss 1 0 4 5 1 2 2 5 2 • 2
6. Volley balls 1 1 1 3 2 3 1 6 4 1 2
7. Nets 1 2 1 4 2 2 ws 4 2 2 2
8. Ropes 1 1 2 4 6 4 m 10 2 4 2
9. Dodge Balls 2 1 3 6 2 4 m 6 2 2 2
10. Blocks 0 0 1 1 3 2 1 6 «• m 2
11. Softballs 1 1 3 5 2 2 • 4 2 m 3
12. Bats 1 0 5 6 2 2 e» 4 2 2 2
13. Mokit 0 1 1 2 4 1 1 6 2 • 2
14. Giant Strides 1 1 2 4 2 1 6 9 «s 3 2
15. Trapess 0 0 0 0 2 1 3 2 •m •
16. Rings 0 0 0 0 2 1 * 3 - m a»
17. Low Teeters 0 0 0 0 1 1 m 2 - -
18. Junior Jungle 0 1 0 1 1 1 sia 2 - 2 -
19. Eorisontal Bars 0 0 2 2 1 1 2 4 - - 2
20. Ladders 0 0 0 0 1 1 - 1 «a •
21. Climb. Struct. 1 2 2 5 2 2 - 4 2 2 1
22. Traveling Ring 0 0 0 0 1 1 - 2 - -
23. Play Planks 0 0 0 0 1 1 - 2 m 9
24. Bal. Besm 0 0 0 0 1 1 m 2 - - e»
25. Me rry-Go-Round 0 0 0 0 1 1 mm 2 - - -
26. Castle Towers 0 0 0 0 1 2 m 3 - m




♦ air* V ■ j
1^-.-...
30. Comb. Shuffle 3d. ^ 0
• 0.- .0 .. ,
m
2
31. Others m 2 • • •
1. Tennis Court 0 0 0 0 1 1 mm • • •
2. Sketing Pk. 0 0 0 0 - m «e - m m 3
3. Footballs 0 0 2 - m 1 X m 2
4. Bingo 0 0 1 1 4Bi m m - - m 2
5* Old Maid Cards 0 0 2 2 - m 1 1 * m 2
6. India Game 0 0 1 1 e» - 1 1 - • . 2
7. Jackstone8 0 0 1 2 - - - •» - • 2
8. Chinese Checkers 0 0 2 2 - a» - - 4SS 'm 2
9. Checkers 0 0 0 2 m m m - - - m
10. Swimming Pool 0 1 0 1 m m m •• No. of Rating
"Total 17 19 48 84 51 49 25 125
P
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total of nineteen pieces. At the Booker T. Yifashington Play Center there
are twenty-three types of equipment and forty-eight pieces of such equip¬
ment. As to the additional requirements reported by the supervisors,
Warren Williams Play Center is in need of seventeen additional types of
equipment and thirty-three more of the existing types. At the Woodland
Play Center the supervisor expresses a need for nineteen additional types
and thirty more of the existing types. At the Booker T. Washington Play
Center the supervisor does not feel the need for additional types of play
equipment but would like twenty-five more pieces of existing types of equip¬
ment .
As to the condition of the existing play facilities at Warren Williams,
only two types of equipment are rated as being in poor condition. The
rest have a rating of good. But this does not hold for Woodland, according
to the chart. Two types of equipment are in poor condition, two in fair
condition, and the rest in good condition. The condition of the equipment
at Booker T. V/ashington Center is superior to that at the other two. One
type of equipment rates excellent, two fair, and the rest good. Accord¬
ing to the rating score, the condition of the facilities at Warren Williams
is fourteenj Woodland ten; Booker T. Washington twenty-two.
With respect to present holdings and additional requirements at the
three centers, it may be obseirved from the table:
1. That as far as present holdings are concerned, Booker T. Washington
is the best equipped.
2. That, as to additional requirements, Warren TiVilliams leads with
Woodland a close second.
3. That all three centers are without such important types of
34
equipment as trapezes, rings, low teeters, ladders, traveling rings, play
plariks, merry-go-rounds, castle towers, wane stride, castle walk, parallel
bar unit, combination shuffle board, tennis courts, roller skating rink.
Only one center has horizontal bars, footballs, bingo sets, old maid cards,
blocks, India games, jackstones, Chinese checkers, checkers. One center
has a swimming pool, and one has a Jiinior jungle. One center is without
sandboxes, wading pool, see-saws, makit and bats. Two centers are without
blocks. Junior jungle, horizontal bars, footballs, bingo, old maid cards,
India games, jackstones, Chinese checkers, checkers and swimming pool.
With respect to the condition of the present holdings, it may be ob¬
served that the equipment is in fairly good condition. In this regard,
the facilities at Booker T. Washington Play Center have the highest rating
and VlToodland the lowest.
TABLE 6









1. Nmber of children
visiting playground? 300 250 400
2. How many are served
adequately? 30 100 400
3. Is there open space
for play? Yes Yes Yes
4. Number of children
using play facilities? 170 150 50
5. Are facilities
a. used to capacity? Yes Yes Yes
b. overcrowded? Yes No Yes
c. adequate? No No No
6. Is particip,ation
limited because of
a. space? No No Yes
b. equipment? Yes Yes No
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TABIE 6 (con'd)








facilities? No Yes No
d. supervision? Yes No No
*The material presented in Table 6 is discussed and incorporated
into the evaluative suiimiary of play centers, infra.
TABLE 7





1. Special training for
playground work? No Yes Limited





3. . Length of study? None One year
each
Two weeks
4. Courses taken? None Physical
Education
Recreation
5. Number of super¬
visors per play
center? 2 2 3
To sum up;
The supervisors at Woodland Community Center say;
1. The equipment is inadequate
2. The playground is overcrowded
3. The facilities are limited in quantity
4. The area is adequate
6. There is need for Additional.facilities
6» There is need for two additional supervisors
The supervisors at Warren Williams Center say: 36
1. The playground area is adequate
2. The facilities are limited in quantity
3. There is a need for additional facilities
4. There is a need for two supervisors
The supeiTisors at Booker T. Washington Center say:
1. The playground area is grossly inadequate
2. The facilities are limited in quantity
3. There is a need for additional facilities
4. There is a need for two additional supervisors.
From the information supplied hy these supervisors, it may be ob¬
served that (l) conspicuous inadequacies exist in all three centers, (2)
t
certain of these inadequacies are common to all three.
Evaluative Summary of Facilities and Supervisors at the Three
Play Centers According to the Two Evaluative Criteria
1. Woodland Community Center.— The staff at this center consists of
two supervisors; each has approximately 125 children to supervise. These
two have one year each of physical education training at the college level.
Approximately 250 pre-school children between the ages of four sind six visit
the playground daily, but the facilities accommodate only 100 children
adequately.
The playground is lacking in certain items of equipment suitable for
the two year, three year, and four year olds, such as blocks, garden tools,
chair swings, sandboxes, and see-saw horses. Equipment for five and six
year olds is also inadequate as to types and quantity. There are no wading
pools, see-saws, building toys, bean bags, easels, merry-go-rounds, castle
towers, nor horizontal bars. Furthermore, the present facilities can safely
accommodate only 150 children. There is, however, no lack of interest on the
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part of the pre-school groups. The play area itself is considered adequate
by the supervisor of the Columbus, Georgia Recreation Department.
2. Warren Yfilliams Play Center.— The two staff supervisors at this
center have had no special training in playground work. Moreover, approxi¬
mately 300 pre-school children between the ages of four and six visit the
playground daily, but the facilities will adequately accommodate only 170
boys and girls. Of the two supervisors, each has approximately 150
children to supervise. Not only are the facilities inadequate as to
quantity, they are also inadequate as to types. For example, for the two,
three, and four year olds, there are no garden tools, chair swings, saw
horses, small chair sets, low climbing apparatus, wading pools, low swings,
play horses, work benches, wagons, building toys. For the five and six
year olds, there are no low teeters, wading pools, easels, bean bags,
horizontal bars, climbing ladder, giant strides, junior jungle gym, merry-
go-rounds, castle towers. The present facilities are used to more than
capacity and are overcrowded. The large play space area, however, is con-
O
sidered very adequate by the Recreation Department Supervisor.
3. Booker T. Washington Play Center.— The staff is composed of
three supervisors. None of the three has had any special training in play¬
ground supervision. Approximately 400 pre-school children between the ages
of four and six visit the playground, but only fifty can use the facilities
at a given time. Of this 400, the three supervisors have approximately 133
each to supervise. This center, though better off than the other two in
^Information obtained through personal interview.
^Interview with Betty Gooden, Supervisor of Playground, Goluimbus,
Georgia, (Marol^, 1950).
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both qusmtity and types of play equipment, requires additional types and
pieces to serve its participants adequately. For example, for the two,
three, and four year olds, it does not have garden tools, saw horses, small
chair sets, low teeters, balance bars, wading pool, play horses, work
bench, building toys, and easels. For the five and six year olds, it lacks
climbing ladder, bean-bags, easels, horizontal bars, climbing ladder, giant
strides, junior jungle gym, balance bars, merry-go-round and castle towers.
The area is very small and because of its location in a housing project
it cannot be expanded.
In conclusion, it would seem that in both facilities and trained
supervision, the three play centers are inadequate to serve effectively
the large number of participants.
CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSIONS^ SUlvIMARY AND RECOMENDATIONS
The findings of this study would seem to warrent the following over¬
all conclusions:
1. Play center participation and use of equipment are both very high
among the pre-school Negro children of Columbus, Georgia.
2. Certain items of equipment are preferred more by one sex than the
other, as itemized in Chapter III, page 14.
3. Equipment is inadequate in type, quality and quantity to meet
the needs of the children patronizing the three play centers studied, as
itemized in detail in Chapter V, and as evaluated by both competent
authority and the supervisors thems'elves.
4. The play areas, as a whole, are too small to accommodate the
number of participants and the many necessary pieces of equipment that
should be added,
5. Of the seven supervisors only two have had any college training
in playground work,
6. The number of supervisors is insufficient for efficient super¬
vision.
Summary.— This study was undertaken to determine the extent and
adequacy of outdoor play facilities for pre-school Negro children in
Columbus, Georgia.
The data for this study v;ere obtained by means of:
(l) A specially prepared play observation schedule which was filled
in by playground leaders.
39
40
(2) Questionnaires which were filled out by the pre-school kinder¬
garten instructors and the seven playground supervisors at the three play
centers studied.
(3) Interviews held with the personnel of the recreation department
of Columbus, Georgia.
(4) Conferences held with the three principals of the Elementary
Schools; namely. Fifth Avenue, Claflin and Manly Taylor.
(s) Observations made of the program in action by the writer.
Analysis of the results of these instruments and procedures yielded
the following findings;
1. The girls made greater use than the boys of slides, dodge ball,
see-saws, volley-ball and jumping rope and tied with them in the use of,
the sandboxes.
2. The boys made greater use than the girls of swings, blocks and
climbing structures and tied with the girls in the use of sandboxes.
3. The three play centers are heavily populated with play partici¬
pants and both the equipment and the supervisors are kept very busy.
Through application of the two criteria of (a) supervisor opinion and
(b) recommendations of appropriate authorities, the three play centers
were evaluated, with the following results;
4. Additional quantities of existing equipment are required in all
three play centers; additional types of equipment were asked for by the
supervisors of two of the three centers,
5. The play area of one center is inadequate--the other two centers
are adequate in size and space.
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6. Additional supervisors are needed in all three centers, two
additional in two centers and three additional in one center.
7. Specific items of equipment which, in the opinion of authorities
in the field are particularly suited to the respective developmental levels
of the pre-school child, are not available at the three centers. Examples
of such missing items are: (for 2 year olds) garden tools, saw horse,
chain sv/ingsj (for 3 year olds) low climbing apparatus, tools for digging,
wading pool; (for 4 year olds) climbing equipment, work bench, wagons,
low swings; (for 5 year olds) lov/ teeters, climbing ladder, easel, bean
bags; (for 6 year olds) junior jiingle gym, balance bean, merry-go-rovinds,
castle towers, turning bar, trapeze, and packing boxes.
Recommendations.— On the basis of the foregoing findings the follow¬
ing recommendations are offered for an improved play center program for
the pre-school children of Columbus, Georgia:
(1) Two more large and well equipped playgrounds are needed to serve
adequately the present number of pre-school participants at the three
centers studied.
(2) There should be an additional number of existing items of play
equipment at each of the three centers.
(3) Certain items of equipment, such as wading pools, small chair
sets, garden tools, low climbing structure, building toys, low teeters,
easels, junior jungle gym, should be added to the play centers on the
basis of suitability for the respective developmental levels of the pre¬
school child, and should be placed in each play center.
4. There should be at least two more supervisors at each of the
present play centers. These additional supervisors should be trained
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persons in this field. The present supervisors should be urged to under¬
take further study in fields related to playground supervision.
5. Because of the increasing IJegro population of Columbus, Georgia,
citizens committees should be formed to act in an advisory capacity to
each play center, and to make recommendations to the relevant city
authorities.
Value of Study.— So far as the writer of this thesis knows, there
has been no previous study of existing play facilities for the Negro pre¬
school children of Columbus, Georgia. Also to her knowledge, no similar
previous survey has utilized knov/ledge of child development as an evalua¬
tive criterion. Such a pioneer study as this, it is hoped, should open
a fertile field for further investigation in an important area of child
development.
It is hoped that this study will serve as a blueprint for Improved
playground facilities and supervision for pre-school children in Columbus
Georgia, and in other communities v/here inadequate pre-school play facili
ties and supervision exist.
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A. PlAY PREFERENCE OBSERVATION SCHEDULE
Observer _Playground
Date of Observation Time of Observation: from o'clock to
Directions for Use of Schedule
o'clock.
1. Note time you begin and end observation in space provided above.
Please observe systematically for at least a full hour.
E. Note the play preferences listed in Col'jmn 1, Add names of additional
facilities, if any.
3. Make a tally mark every time a boy or a girl who use one of the listed
play facilities during the hour of observation in the space provided
in the schedule below, even if he or she uses them for only a short
period.
4. When you have completed your obsei*vation and tallying, indicate the
total ntimber of boys and of girls using the facilities in Column III
and V, respectively. Column VI should indicate the combined totals








































This questionnaire is a survey of the Play facilities currently
available for Negro pre-school children in Columbus, Georgia. Please
answer the following questions briefly but accurately.
1. Name of Supervisor 2. Name of playground3.How many pre-school children visit the playground between the ages
of 4 and 6?
4. How many children of this age rajige do you feel you could serve adequate¬
ly with present facilities? .
5. Does the play area have open space where the children may play
game s ? .
6. What is the approximate number of pre-school children using the
facilities? Boys Girls .
7. In your opinion are the existing facilities adequate to meet the needs




Being used to capacity? Yes No
b. Not being used to capacity? Yes No
c. Overcrowded? Yes No
participation limited because of;
a. Lack of space? Yes No •
"b • Lack of equipment? Yes No •
c. Lack of adequate supervisor? Yes , No
d. Condition of equipment? Yes No
e. Lack of interest on the part of the children? Yes No10.Have you had special training in playground work? Yes No
a. Where did you study?
‘ b. Length of study?
c. Types of courses taken11.How many playground directors do you have at your play center?
12.Comments:13.Please give the number, the condition, the additional quantity needed
of each of the follovjing kinds of equipment:
* Prepared for and completed by the 7 supervisors of the 3 play centers.
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Types of Equipment Present Additional Rating of Condition





























22. Traveling ring 1
23. Play Planks 1
24. Balance bean !
25. Merry-go-rounds «
26. Castle towers I
27. Ware stride
1
f
28. Castle walk
1
29. Parallel bar
unit
1
30. Combination
Shuffle board
31. Others
•
1 L-
2.
3.
4.
